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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, CH, MA 

SUBJECT: PRC EXPOSITION IN ANTANANARIVO - CERP 0002 

1 . ON APRIL 25, MADAGASCAR PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN RAKOTONIAINA 
FORMALLY OPENED CHINESE EXPSOTION, HELD IN SPECIALLY ASSEMBLED 
TEMPORARY BUILDING WITH AREA OF 1,000 SQUARE METERS. TWO 
THOUSAND ITEMS ON EXHIBIT INCLUDE CULTURAL ARTIFACTS, AGRICULTURAL 
& INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY AND OTHER COMMERCIAL ITEMS, AS WELL AS 
EXHIBITS DEMONSTRATING THE POLTICAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF 

THE PRC. EXPOSITION, WITH ITS 24 CHINESE TECHNICIANS, WILL 
REMAIN OPEN THRU MAY 9TH AND HAS DRAWN CROWDS ESTIMATED AT 
50,000 WITHIN FIRST 3 1/2 DAYS. 

2. COMMENT: ENORMOUS POPULARITY OF CHINESE EXHIBIT IS POSSIBLY 

DUE TO ADJACENT SALES STAND REPORTEDLY CARRYING SEVERAL ATTRACTIVE 
BARGAINS. THIS THEORY REINFORCED BY NEWS THAT AFTER 4 DAYS, STAND 
WAS CLOSED FOR REPAIRS APPARENTLY RESULTING FROM PRESS OF EAGER BUYERS. 
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